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*“One part baseball and two parts vaudeville” Beverly Beyette, Times Staff Writer
http://www.chicagotribune.com/features/lifestyle/explore/la-tr-iowa12sep12,0,7704839.story)
The centrality of sports in American life is amply reflected in contemporary American cinema.
For decades, U.S. moviemakers have successfully mined sports to produce some of the most
inspiring, poignant, exciting, and memorable American movies ever made.
http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/itsv/0607/ijse/firestein.htm
Parting Thoughts by Tim David Raynor, DVDTown
I do find it strange that I could enjoy a film backdropped around baseball, which I know very little
about. To me, it was a film that I found inspiring by its hope and admiration for never giving up on
what you believe in. No matter how stressful life can get, if you just stop and listen to your heart,
you may find that there is a lot more to live for in life. It acts as a reminder to me that all the things
I work for are nothing more than material items. The true essence of life is in the heart and dreams
of the human spirit. It´s wonderful to see a film like “Field of Dreams” come along and remind us
of that. Even if the film is somewhere in the “Twilight Zone,” it still manages to touch the heart and
make a valid point that we should all aspire to...that is, when we have the time.
http://www.dvdtown.com/reviews/dvd-field-of-dreams/2208/2
From the Movie Field of Dreams
Terence Mann: There is something out there, Ray, and if I have the courage to go through with
this, what a story it’ll make:
Shoeless Joe Jackson: I used to love traveling on the trains from town to town. The hotels...
brass spittoons in the lobbies, brass beds in the rooms. It was the crowd, rising to their feet when
the ball was hit deep. Shoot, I’d play for nothing!
John Kinsella: Oh yeah. It’s the place where dreams come true.
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[continued]

From the Movie Field of Dreams
Ray Kinsella: There comes a time when all the cosmic tumblers have clicked into place and the
universe opens itself up for a few seconds to show you what’s possible.
Terence Mann: Ray, people will come Ray. They’ll come to Iowa for reasons they can’t even
fathom. They’ll turn up your driveway not knowing for sure why they’re doing it. They’ll arrive at your
door as innocent as children, longing for the past. Of course, we won’t mind if you look around,
you’ll say. It’s only $20 per person. They’ll pass over the money without even thinking about it: for
it is money they have and peace they lack. And they’ll walk out to the bleachers; sit in
shirtsleeves on a perfect afternoon. They’ll find they have reserved seats somewhere along one of the
baselines, where they sat when they were children and cheered their heroes. And they’ll watch
the game and it’ll be as if they dipped themselves in magic waters. The memories will be so thick
they’ll have to brush them away from their faces. People will come Ray. The one constant through
all the years, Ray, has been baseball. America has rolled by like an army of steamrollers. It has been
erased like a blackboard, rebuilt and erased again. But baseball has marked the time. This field,
this game: it’s a part of our past, Ray. It reminds of us of all that once was good and it could be
again. Oh... people will come Ray. People will most definitely come.
Dr. Archibald “Moonlight” Graham: Well, you know I... I never got to bat in the major leagues.
I would have liked to have had that chance. Just once. To stare down a big league pitcher. To
stare him down, and just as he goes into his windup, wink. Make him think you know something
he doesn’t. That’s what I wish for. Chance to squint at a sky so blue that it hurts your eyes just to
look at it. To feel the tingling in your arm as you connect with the ball. To run the bases - stretch
a double into a triple, and flop face-first into third, wrap your arms around the bag. That’s my
wish, Ray Kinsella. That’s my wish. And is there enough magic out there in the moonlight to make
this dream come true?
Dr. Archibald “Moonlight” Graham: You know we just don’t recognize the most significant moments of our lives while they’re happening.
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